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Advent-Week 1
“A Portrait of Hope”
Introduction:  The scene before us in the text is that of the parents of Jesus, bringing Him to the temple to be presented to the Lord.  (Couple of things of interest)
Context


· Jesus, according to the law, was circumcised and named at 8 days old
· Mary, after 40 days, went to the temple for her ceremonial declaration of being clean by the priest.  (NOTE:  either a lamb, or if poor, 2 pigeons-they offered pigeons)

· Presentation to the Lord-was the normal presentation of the firstborn son to God

Simeon and Anna

· Simeon was a devout and elderly Jew, waiting for the Consolation or Hope of Israel

· Spirit led him to temple this day when he saw and embraced Jesus

"Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word; 30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation. Luke 2:29-30 NKJV

· An 84-year-old prophetess (maybe a widow of 84 years) who served in the temple.  She went to give thanks for the “redemption in Jerusalem.” (Consolation of Israel-hope that every Jew looked for)
· Both represented the Jewish people, the people of God, who hung to the long awaited hope of Israel

I. The Origin and Development of this Hope

A. Israel’s hope for a Messiah consisted of several strands, some of which were highlighted or stressed more at one time or by one prophet than others
1. Was not one single concept of coming Messiah (Bethlehem, new covenant, death, resurrection, ascension, return)

2. All foretold in scripture but in pieces that were not readily or fully understood
God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; Hebrews 1:1-2 NKJV
· Sundry (polumeros)-in many portions
· Divers manners-(polutropos)-in many fragments (in portions and fragments-but now in His Son)

3. But the sum of these prophesies would provide a marvelous portrait of Christ and His work

B. The portrait of hope-from Eden to Malachi

1. Eden’s promise after the fall

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel." Genesis 3:15 NKJV
a. Seed-offspring-the promise of a child
b. Heel bruise-a serious injury-cross but not mortal
c. Head bruise-a mortal wound or defeat

2. Abraham covenant at his call

I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." Genesis 12:2-3 NKJV
a. At this point an unfocused promise-what will happen and how?
b. Focus more on Messianic period than the Messiah hope
3. Judah’s tribe at Jacob’s death

NOTE:  

Abraham-Isaac

Israel-Jacob

Jacob-12 sons-Judah

"Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise; Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your father's children shall bow down before you. 9 Judah is a lion's whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He bows down, he lies down as a lion; And as a lion, who shall rouse him? 10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. Genesis 49:8-10 NKJV
4. David’s heir as the reigning Messiah

Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. 4 Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. 5 Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, 6 and Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. Matthew 1:2-6 NKJV
a. Saul as Israel’s first king-rejected
b. David chosen in house of Jesse (7 sons/David)

And Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all the young men here?" Then he said, "There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here. 1 Samuel 16:11 NKJV
c. David’s family perpetually on throne
"When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom

2 Samuel 7:12 NKJV

And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established forever."'" 2 Samuel 7:16 NKJV

NOTE:  Here it begins to point to a person

5. More clarity comes with the prophets

a. Isaiah’s contribution

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 NKJV

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. and His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. Isaiah 9:6-7 NKJV

There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. Isaiah 11:1-2 NKJV
b. Micah’s contribution

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah,

Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting." Micah 5:2 NKJV

c. Malachi-the final prophetic word

But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise With healing in His wings; And you shall go out And grow fat like stall-fed calves. Malachi 4:2 NKJV
C. So with fragments and various prophetic words the people of God wait for their hope
1. 400 years between Malachi and the birth of Jesus

2. Jesus is born

3. Simeon-let me depart in peace-mine eyes have sent the consolation of Israel (the hope)
4. Anna-the redemption of Israel has come

5. The portrait of hope for all people

II. The Initial Responses to that Hope

A. Some (few embraced-Anna/Simeon)
B. Many misinterpreted and rejected (NOTE:  Reason for the cross)

C. Many missed it altogether “Emmaus travelers-“We were hoping”

III. The Present Implications of that Hope

A. There is a hope within every individual longing to be fulfilled
NOTE:  Expectation of peace, sense of purpose of value, dream, and need for significance

Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but when the desire comes, it is a tree of life. 

Proverbs 13:12 NKJV
(ILL) Anna/Simeon-Knew it when they saw Jesus
(ILL) Christmas Eve/Thrill of Christmas morning

SENSE OF WONDER!  AWE!  INSPIRATION!

B. Christ is the only thing that will truly satisfy that hope

To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27 NKJV

NOTE:  Simeon/Anna had seen other babies in the temple.  Other promised Messiahs-only Christ-could fill that longing

(ILL)  Pastoral ministry lesson “Only those who have learned to entrust their present condition and their future hope to the promises and righteousness of Christ, live in perfect peace!”

C. The full expression of what Christ can do in our life is never fully understood

NOTE:  Anna/Simeon had no full revelation

1. Paul prayed for fuller revelation of that hope

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,   15 from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height —  19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:14-21 NKJV
NOTE:  Prophetic prayer to which I can relate
2. Requires the work of the Spirit

But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him." 1 Corinthians 2:9 NKJV
3. Only fully revealed at His coming
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 1 John 3:2 NKJV



D. The full revelation of Christ our hope will not disappoint

Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. Romans 5:5 NKJV
(ILL) Every single Christmas

· Shepherds in the fields

· Wise Men

· Simeon

· Anna

Conclusion:  Jesus-the hope of the world[image: image1.png]
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