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Acts 21:1-6        September 14, 2014 
 
 
 

History in the Making 
“Understanding the Book of Acts-Part Thirty-Five 

 
 

Introduction:  Last week—Paul’s emotional farewell to the elders in Ephesus.  Now—final trek to 
and experience in Jerusalem. 
 
Review Paul’s plans and itinerary:  (see map) 
 

! In Ephesus but determined to go to Jerusalem 
 
When these  things were accomplished,  Paul purposed in the Spir i t ,  when he had passed through 
Macedonia and Achaia,  to  go to Jerusalem, saying,  "After  I  have been there ,  I  must  also see  
Rome. Acts 19:21 NKJV 
 

! Departed for Macedonia/then to Greece for 3 months 
! Philippi, Troas, Miletus, Assos, Mitylene 
! Samos/Miletus-Greeted elders of Ephesus 

 
For Paul had dec ided to sai l  past  Ephesus,  so that he would not  have to spend t ime in Asia;  
for  he was hurry ing to be at  Jerusalem, i f  poss ib le ,  on the Day of  Pentecost .  Acts 20:16 
NKJV 
 

! On his way to Jerusalem (21:1-14) 
 

I. Final trek to Jerusalem (21:1-14) 
 

A. Short visit at Tyre (1-6) 
 

1. Tore themselves away from Ephesian elders 
2. Three ports along the way 

 
a. Cos-famous for medical school and founded by Hippocrates 

(Hippocratic Oath) 
b. Harbor of Rhodes 
c. Patara—Roman governor of Lycia had headquarters here. 

 
NOTE:  Found there, a ship that would take them close to their next destination 
 

3. Landed at Tyre 
  

a. Necessary to spend a week-ships cargo had to be discharged 
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b. Found the Christian church there 
c. Some had spirit of prophecy—discouraged him from going 

 
Issue: Paul didn’t listen.  Was he disobeying the Spirit? 
 

! Natural that friends who by the Spirit saw that he was to suffer, would try to talk him out of 
going. 

! Had happened before 
 
And see ,  now I go bound in the spir i t  to  Jerusalem, not  knowing the things that wi l l  happen to 
me there ,  23 except  that the Holy Spir i t  t es t i f i es  in every c i ty ,  saying that chains and 
tr ibulat ions await  me. 	
  Acts 20:22-23 NKJV  
 

! But his commitment was to Spirit who called him 
! Counsel of godly friends still passes through lens of fear and prejudice 
! Like Jesus-Luke 9:51—face was set to go to Jerusalem 

 
d. Even though NOT old friends, the bond of Christ’s love so formed in a 

week that they hated to see Paul go! 
 
When we had come to the end o f  those days ,  we departed and went on our way;  and they al l  
accompanied us ,  with wives and chi ldren,  t i l l  we were out o f  the c i ty .  And we knel t  down on 
the shore and prayed.  6 When we had taken our l eave o f  one another ,  we boarded the ship,  and 
they re turned home.  Acts 21:5-6 NKJV 
 
(ILL) Cultivating that kind of love, depth, concern for one another in the body of Christ today. 
 
NOTE ALSO:  Global nature of the church (1 week in Ecuador) 
 

B. Tyre to Caesarea (map) 
 
And when we had f inished our voyage from Tyre ,  we came to Ptolemais ,  gree ted the brethren,  
and stayed with them one day.  8 On the next day we who were Paul 's  companions departed 
and came to Caesarea,  and entered the house o f  Phi l ip the evange l i s t ,  who was one o f  the seven,  
and stayed with him. 9 Now this  man had four v irg in daughters  who prophes ied.  10 And as 
we s tayed many days ,  a cer tain prophet  named Agabus came down from Judea.  11 When he 
had come to us ,  he took Paul 's  be l t ,  bound his  own hands and fee t ,  and said,  "Thus says the 
Holy Spir i t ,  'So shal l  the Jews at  Jerusalem bind the man who owns this  be l t ,  and de l iver  him 
into the hands o f  the Genti l es . '"  
12 Now when we heard these  things ,  both we and those f rom that place  p leaded with him not 
to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered,  "What do you mean by weeping and breaking 
my heart? For I am ready not  only to be bound, but also to die  at  Jerusalem for the name of  
the Lord Jesus ." 14 So when he would not  be persuaded,  we ceased,  saying,  "The wi l l  o f  the 
Lord be done." Acts 21:7-14 NKJV 
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1. Stayed one day in Ptolemais (v. 7) 
2. At Caesarea stayed with Philip 

 
a. One of seven Hellenists deacons appointed in Acts 6 
b. Did missionary work in Samaria-led Ethiopian Enoch to Christ (Acts 8) 
c. 4 daughters who prophesied (ministry for women early on) 

 
NOTE:  Nothing said of actual prophesies-tomb of Philip/daughters in Hierapolis 
 

3. Prophecy of Agabus (10-14) 
 

a. Earlier appearance of Agabus 
 
And in these  days prophets  came from Jerusalem to Antioch.  28 Then one o f  them, named 
Agabus,  s tood up and showed by the Spir i t  that there  was going to be a great  famine 
throughout al l  the world,  which also happened in the days o f  Claudius Caesar .  29 Then the 
disc ip les ,  each according to his  abi l i ty ,  determined to send re l i e f  to  the brethren dwel l ing in 
Judea.  30 This they also did,  and sent i t  to  the e lders  by the hands o f  Barnabas and Saul .  
Acts 11:27-30 NKJV 
 

b. Tied himself up with Paul’s belt 
 
Compare: 
 
"Behold,  we are go ing up to Jerusalem, and the Son o f  Man wi l l  be betrayed to the chie f  pr ies ts  
and to the scr ibes ;  and they wi l l  condemn Him to death and de l iver  Him to the Genti l es ;  
Mark 10:33 NKJV 
 

c. All tried to persuade Paul “we”-even Luke did 
d. Paul’s resolve 

 
Then Paul answered,  "What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready 
not  only to be bound, but also to die  at  Jerusalem for the name o f  the Lord Jesus ." 14 So 
when he would not  be persuaded,  we ceased,  saying,  "The wi l l  o f  the Lord be done." Acts 
21:13-14 NKJV 
 
NOTE:  Like Jesus in Gethsemane-“the will of the Lord be done…” 
 
TRUTH: Suffering for the right reason is commendable  
 
But le t  none o f  you suf f er  as a murderer ,  a thie f ,  an ev i ldoer ,  or  as a busybody in other 
people ' s  matters .  16 Yet i f  anyone suf f ers  as a Chris t ian,  l e t  him not be ashamed, but l e t  him 
glor i fy  God in this  matter .  1 Peter  4:15-16 NKJV 
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II. Greeting and Challenge in Jerusalem (21:15-26) 

 
A. After several days in Caesarea set out for the last leg—64 miles journey to Jerusalem 

 
And after  those days we packed and went up to Jerusalem. 16 Also some o f  the disc ip les  f rom 
Caesarea went with us and brought with them a ce r tain Mnason o f  Cyprus,  an ear ly  disc ip le ,  
with whom we were to lodge .  17 And when we had come to Jerusalem, the brethren rece ived us 
g ladly .  Acts 21:15-17 NKJV 
 

B. Meeting with elders in Jerusalem (17-26) 
 

1. Rejoiced over God’s work among the Gentiles 
 
On the fo l lowing day Paul went in with us to James,  and al l  the e lders  were present .  19 When 
he had gree ted them, he to ld in detai l  those things which God had done among the Gent i l es  
through his  minis try .  20 And when they heard i t ,  they g lor i f i ed the Lord.  Acts 21:18-20a 
NKJV 
 

a. James had stayed as elder in Jerusalem 
b. Brother of Jesus-Peter—John had gone elsewhere 
c. James, Peter, John—pillars of the church-Galatians 2:10 
d. James—a large house to accommodate all elders and Paul with his entourage 

 
2. But still troubled by reports 

 
And they said to him, "You see ,  brother ,  how many myriads o f  Jews there  are who have 
be l i eved,  and they are al l  zealous for  the law; 21 but they have been informed about you that 
you teach al l  the Jews who are among the Genti l es  to forsake Moses ,  saying that they ought not  
to c i r cumcise  the ir  chi ldren nor to walk according to the customs.  22 What then? The assembly 
must cer tainly  meet ,  for  they wi l l  hear that you have come.  Acts 21:20b-22 NKJV 
 

a. Reports that Paul not only told Gentiles they didn’t need to keep Jewish customs 
b. But he also discouraged Jews to do so 
c. They know you are here and will want a meeting 

 
NOTE:  Paul’s position of flexibility is well documented 
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— Special Days 
 
For one be l i eves  he may eat  al l  things ,  but he who is  weak eats  only vege tables .  3 Let not  him 
who eats  despise  him who does not  eat ,  and le t  not  him who does not  eat  judge him who eats ;  
for  God has rece ived him. 4 Who are you to judge another 's  servant? To his  own master  he 
s tands or fa l l s .  Indeed,  he wi l l  be made to s tand,  for  God is  able  to make him stand. 5 One 
person es teems one day above another ;  another es teems every day al ike.  Let each be ful ly  
convinced in his  own mind. 6 He who observes the day,  observes i t  to  the Lord;  and he who 
does not  observe the day,  to  the Lord he does not  observe i t .  He who eats ,  eats  to the Lord,  for  
he g ives  God thanks;  and he who does not  eat ,  to  the Lord he does not  eat ,  and g ives  God 
thanks. 	
  Romans 14:2-6 NKJV 
 
 

— Circumcision: 
  

! How it can’t save 
 
Indeed I ,  Paul ,  say to you that i f  you become c ir cumcised,  Chris t  wi l l  pro f i t  you nothing.  3 
And I tes t i fy  again to every man who becomes c i r cumcised that he i s  a debtor to keep the whole  
law. 4 You have become es tranged from Chris t ,  you who attempt to be just i f i ed by law; you 
have fa l l en from grace .  Galat ians 5:2-4 NKJV 
 
For in Chris t  Jesus ne i ther c i r cumcis ion nor uncircumcis ion avai l s  anything,  but fai th working 
through love .  Galat ians 5:6 NKJV 
 

! Avoided offense to make Gospel primary 
 
For though I am free  f rom al l  men, I  have made myse l f  a servant to al l ,  that  I  might win the 
more ;  20 and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I  might win Jews;  to  those who are under the 
law, as under the law, that I  might win those who are under the law; 21 to those who are 
without law, as without law (not  be ing without law toward God, but under law toward 
Chris t ) ,  that I  might win those who are without law; 22 to the weak I became as weak, that I  
might win the weak. I have become al l  things to al l  men, that I  might by al l  means save some.  
23 Now this  I  do for  the gospe l ' s  sake,  that I  may be partaker o f  i t  with you.  1 Corinthians 
9:19-23 NKJV 
 
NOTE:  The rumors were not true.  Had not told Jews to forsake the law—must be careful we 
don’t distort people’s teaching 
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C. Request of elders as conciliatory actions 
 
There fore  do what we te l l  you:  We have four men who have taken a vow. 24 Take them and be  
puri f i ed with them, and pay the ir  expenses so that they may shave the ir  heads,  and that al l  
may know that those things o f  which they were informed concerning you are nothing,  but that 
you yourse l f  a lso walk order ly  and keep the law. 25 But concerning the Genti l es  who be l i eve ,  
we have wri t t en and dec ided that they should observe no such thing,  except  that they should 
keep themselves  f rom things o f f ered to idols ,  f rom blood,  f rom things s trangled,  and from 
sexual immoral i ty ." Acts 21:23-25 NKJV 
 

1. Wanted Paul to take part in one of ancestral customs-they would believe he was still an 
observant and practicing Jew. 

 
a. 30 day Nazarite vow 
b. Make the offering that they do 
c. Will know rumors are false 

 
2. First he would have to be purified-having ministered to Gentiles 
3. But for Gentiles-they uphold the council ruling of Genesis 15 

 
D. Paul accepted their suggestion 

 
Then Paul took the men, and the next day,  having been puri f i ed with them, entered the temple 
to announce the expirat ion o f  the days o f  puri f i cat ion,  at  which t ime an o f f er ing should be 
made for  each one o f  them. Acts 21:26 NKJV 
 
Lessons?  Did Paul compromise? 
 

! He was indeed all things to all men 
! Great latitude/freedom in Christianity when it comes to local customs 
! Freedom used only to promote the Gospel and foster unity 

 
 

III. Riot and Arrest in Jerusalem (27-40) 
 

A. Paul seized by Jews  
 
Now when the seven days were almost  ended,  the Jews from Asia,  see ing him in the temple ,  
s t i rred up the whole  crowd and laid hands on him, 28 cry ing out ,  "Men of  Israe l , he lp !  This i s  
the man who teaches al l  men everywhere against  the people ,  the law, and this  place ;  and 
furthermore he also brought Greeks into the temple and has de f i l ed this  holy  place ." 29 (For 
they had previously  seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the c i ty ,  whom they supposed 
that Paul had brought into the temple . )  30 And al l  the c i ty  was dis turbed;  and the people  ran 
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together ,  se ized Paul ,  and dragged him out o f  the temple ;  and immediate ly  the doors were shut .  
Acts 21:27-30 NKJV 

1. Had almost finished his requirement 
2. Riot ensues-he is arrested 

 
a. Asian Jews-Envious-hated him 
b. There for feast of Pentecost 

 
3. Assumed he had violated 
4. Sadness of verse 30 

 
And al l  the c i ty  was dis turbed;  and the people  ran together ,  se ized Paul ,  and dragged him out 
o f  the temple ;  and immediate ly  the doors were shut .  Acts 21:30 NKJV 
 
Gospel/Preacher finally kicked out-now it’s ready for what Jesus predicted-AD 70 
 
"These things which you see  — the days wi l l  come in which not  one s tone shal l  be l e f t  upon 
another that shal l  not  be thrown down." Luke 21:6 NKJV 
 
Paul will never return to Jerusalem to minister 
 

B. Rescued by the Romans 
 
Now as they were seeking to ki l l  him, news came to the commander o f  the garr ison that al l  
Jerusalem was in an uproar.  32 He immediate ly  took so ldiers  and centurions,  and ran down to 
them. And when they saw the commander and the so ldiers ,  they s topped beat ing Paul .  33 Then 
the commander came near and took him, and commanded him to be bound with two chains ;  and 
he asked who he was and what he had done.  34 And some among the mult i tude cr i ed one thing 
and some another .  So when he could not  ascer tain the truth because o f  the tumult ,  he 
commanded him to be taken into the barracks.  35 When he reached the s tairs ,  he had to be 
carr ied by the so ldiers  because o f  the v io lence o f  the mob. 36 For the mult i tude o f  the people  
fo l lowed af ter ,  cry ing out ,  "Away with him!" Acts 21:31-36 NKJV 
 
(In the outer court) 
 

1. Romans insisted on justice 
2. Arrested him and carried him away 

 
C. Paul asks to address the Jews 

 
Then as Paul was about to be l ed into the barracks,  he said to the commander ,  "May I speak 
to you?" He repl i ed,  "Can you speak Greek? 38 Are you not  the Egypt ian who some t ime ago 
s t i rred up a rebe l l ion and led the four thousand assass ins out into the wi lderness?" 39 But 
Paul said,  "I am a Jew from Tarsus,  in Cil i c ia ,  a c i t izen o f  no mean c i ty ;  and I implore you,  
permit  me to speak to the people ." 40 So when he had g iven him permiss ion,  Paul s tood on the 
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s tairs  and motioned with his  hand to the people .  And when there  was a great  s i l ence ,  he spoke 
to them in the Hebrew language .  Acts 21:37-40 NKJV 
 

1. Accusation-false Mesiah-4,000 followed (Egyptians) 
2. AD 54 

 
Conclusions—Lessons 
 

1. Danger of spiritual arrogance and religiosity (blind/evil) 
2. Power of Christ imparted compassion 

 
For we do not  commend ourse lves  again to you,  but g ive  you opportunity  to boast  on our behal f ,  
that you may have an answer for  those who boast  in appearance and not in heart .  13 For i f  we 
are bes ide ourse lves ,  i t  i s  for  God; or i f  we are o f  sound mind, i t  i s  for  you.  14 For the love o f  
Chris t  compels  us ,  because we judge thus:  that i f  One died for  al l ,  then al l  died;  2 Corinthians 
5:12-14 NKJV 
 

3. Beauty of supernatural approval—crowd quieted to hear the gospel 


