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Old Testament Survey 
Lesson Thirteen 

 
Introduction 
 
Last two lessons (period of Judges—Judges-Ruth) which led to the cry for a King. 
 

— Corrupt people 
— Corrupt priesthood 
— Ministry of Samuel (judge, prophet, priest, kingmaker) 
— Anointing of Saul 

 
THEN—Turned our focus to the Monarchy (next 6 lessons, in one way or another relate to 
Monarchy). (1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, and some of Isaiah and 
Jeremiah too). 
 
Next Three Lessons: 
 

— David’s reign (2 Samuel, 1 Chronicles) 
— Solomon’s reign (1 King 1-11 and 2 Chronicles 1-9) 
— Northern Kingdom 

 
Overview—3 phases (2 Samuel, Kings/Chronicles) 
 

1. United Kingdom 
2. Divided Kingdom 
3. Surviving Kingdom 

 
NOTE: Despite some occasional hostility, nation remained unified under David’s wartime 
Kingdom and Solomon’s powerful leadership. But, then divided South (Judah) ruled by 
Davidic descendants but North ruled by increasingly ungodly Kings. 
 
David’s Reign (2 Samuel) 
 
 

I. Author and Date 
 

A. 1 and 2 Samuel together as one book in Hebrew scriptures 
B. Author unknown 
C. 1 Samuel covers about 100 years—Samuel’s birth to Saul’s death (1105-1010 BC) 
D. 2 Samuel confines converage to David’s rule, a period of 40 years (1010-970 BC) 
E. 2 Samuel may have been written late in the 10th century after David’s death 
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II. David’s Reign (2 Samuel 1-10; 1 Chronicles 1-22) 
 

A. After Saul’s Death—Divided Kingdom (2 Samuel 1-5; 1 Chronicles 1-10) 
 

1. David had won a battle against Amalekites (1 Samuel 30) and carried away spoil-
rescued 2 wives. 

2. Saul killed by Philistines—Residents of Jabesh—Gilead territory treated Saul’s body 
respectfully 

 
Now when the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead heard what the Philistines had done to 
Saul, 12 all the valiant men arose and traveled all night, and took the body of Saul and 
the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth Shan; and they came to Jabesh and 
burned them there. 13 Then they took their bones and buried them under the 
tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 1 Samuel 31:11-13 NKJV 
 

3. Report to David of Saul’s death by Amalekite (READ: 2 Samuel 1:1-16) 
 
NOTE: Real death story 
 
The battle became fierce against Saul. The archers hit him, and he was severely 
wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul said to his armorbearer, "Draw your sword, 
and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised men come and thrust me 
through and abuse me." But his armorbearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. 
Therefore Saul took a sword and fell on it. 5 And when his armorbearer saw that Saul 
was dead, he also fell on his sword, and died with him. 6 So Saul, his three sons, his 
armorbearer, and all his men died together that same day. 1 Samuel 31:3-6 NKJV 
 

4. David’s lament 
 
Then David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son. 2 
Samuel 1:17 NKJV 
 
(V.18-27) 
 

5. David’s anointing in Hebron (2:1-7) 
6. Divided Kingdom before unified 

 
But Abner the son of Ner, commander of Saul's army, took Ishbosheth the son of 
Saul and brought him over to Mahanaim; 9 and he made him king over Gilead, over 
the Ashurites, over Jezreel, over Ephraim, over Benjamin, and over all Israel. 10 
Ishbosheth, Saul's son, was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and 
he reigned two years. Only the house of Judah followed David. 11 And the time that 
David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months. 
2 Samuel 2:8-11 NKJV 
 
NOTE: Possibly the Philistine problem kept David from reigning in the north for 5 years. 
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7. Civil War 
 
Now there was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David. But 
David grew stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul grew weaker and weaker.  
2 Sons were born to David in Hebron: His firstborn was Amnon by Ahinoam the 
Jezreelitess; 3 his second, Chileab, by Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; the 
third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; 4 the 
fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 5 and the 
sixth, Ithream, by David's wife Eglah. These were born to David in Hebron. 6 Now 
it was so, while there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David, that 
Abner was strengthening his hold on the house of Saul. 2 Samuel 3:1-6 NKJV 
 

8. Abner came to David to promise allegiance 
 

a. Met peacefully 
 
So Abner and twenty men with him came to David at Hebron. And David made a 
feast for Abner and the men who were with him. 21 Then Abner said to David, "I will 
arise and go, and gather all Israel to my lord the king, that they may make a covenant 
with you, and that you may reign over all that your heart desires." So David sent 
Abner away, and he went in peace. 2 Samuel 3:20-21 NKJV 
 

b. Joab didn’t trust him 
 
Then Joab came to the king and said, "What have you done? Look, Abner came to 
you; why is it that you sent him away, and he has already gone? 25 Surely you realize 
that Abner the son of Ner came to deceive you, to know your going out and your 
coming in, and to know all that you are doing." 2 Samuel 3:24-25 NKJV 
 

c. Joab kills Abner 
 
Now when Abner had returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the gate to speak 
with him privately, and there stabbed him in the stomach, so that he died for the 
blood of Asahel his brother. 2 Samuel 3:27 NKJV 
 

d. David’s rebuke of Joab 
 
Afterward, when David heard it, he said, "My kingdom and I are guiltless before the 
Lord forever of the blood of Abner the son of Ner. 29 Let it rest on the head of Joab 
and on all his father's house; and let there never fail to be in the house of Joab one 
who has a discharge or is a leper, who leans on a staff or falls by the sword, or who 
lacks bread." 30 So Joab and Abishai his brother killed Abner, because he had killed 
their brother Asahel at Gibeon in the battle. 31 Then David said to Joab and to all the 
people who were with him, "Tear your clothes, gird yourselves with sackcloth, and 
mourn for Abner." And King David followed the coffin. 32 So they buried Abner in 
Hebron; and the king lifted up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and all the 
people wept. 2 Samuel 3:28-32 NKJV 
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NOTE: David lamented 
 

9. Ish-busheth lost heart 
 
When Saul's son heard that Abner had died in Hebron, he lost heart, and all Israel 
was troubled. 2 Samuel 4:1 NKJV 
 

a. His captains killed him on his bed 
b. Presented him to David (head on a platter) 
c. David was displeased 

 
But David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the 
Beerothite, and said to them, "As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my life from all 
adversity, 10 when someone told me, saying, 'Look, Saul is dead,' thinking to have 
brought good news, I arrested him and had him executed in Ziklag — the one who 
thought I would give him a reward for his news. 11 How much more, when wicked 
men have killed a righteous person in his own house on his bed? Therefore, shall I 
not now require his blood at your hand and remove you from the earth?" 12 So David 
commanded his young men, and they executed them, cut off their hands and feet, 
and hanged them by the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of Ishbosheth and 
buried it in the tomb of Abner in Hebron. 2 Samuel 4:9-12 NKJV 
 

10. At age of 30—David became King over all of Israel 
 
Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and spoke, saying, "Indeed we 
are your bone and your flesh. 2 Also, in time past, when Saul was king over us, you 
were the one who led Israel out and brought them in; and the Lord said to you, 'You 
shall shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over Israel.'" 3 Therefore all the elders 
of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at 
Hebron before the Lord. And they anointed David king over Israel. 4 David was 
thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 In Hebron he 
reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-
three years over all Israel and Judah. 2 Samuel 5:1-5 NKJV 
 

11. New capital city established 
 
And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of 
the land, who spoke to David, saying, "You shall not come in here; but the blind and 
the lame will repel you," thinking, "David cannot come in here." 7 Nevertheless 
David took the stronghold of Zion (that is, the City of David). 8 Now David said on 
that day, "Whoever climbs up by way of the water shaft and defeats the Jebusites 
(the lame and the blind, who are hated by David's soul), he shall be chief and 
captain." Therefore they say, "The blind and the lame shall not come into the 
house." 9 Then David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the City of David. And 
David built all around from the Millo and inward. 10 So David went on and became 
great, and the Lord God of hosts was with him. 2 Samuel 5:6-10 NKJV 
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12. Able to drive back the Philistines 
 

B. David’s spiritual success (2 Samuel 6-7; 1 Chronicles 11-12) 
 

1. Wanted to bring the ark to Jerusalem 
 

a. Uzzah struck 
 
Then David and all the house of Israel played music before the Lord on all kinds of 
instruments of fir wood, on harps, on stringed instruments, on tambourines, on 
sistrums, and on cymbals. 6 And when they came to Nachon's threshing floor, Uzzah 
put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7 Then 
the anger of the Lord was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his 
error; and he died there by the ark of God. 8 And David became angry because of the 
Lord's outbreak against Uzzah; and he called the name of the place Perez Uzzah to 
this day. 2 Samuel 6:5-8 NKJV 
 

b. Second attempt 
 
Now it was told King David, saying, "The Lord has blessed the house of Obed-
Edom and all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God." So David went and 
brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with 
gladness. 13 And so it was, when those bearing the ark of the Lord had gone six 
paces, that he sacrificed oxen and fatted sheep. 14 Then David danced before the 
Lord with all his might; and David was wearing a linen ephod. 15 So David and all 
the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting and with the sound 
of the trumpet. 16 Now as the ark of the Lord came into the City of David, Michal, 
Saul's daughter, looked through a window and saw King David leaping and whirling 
before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart. 17 So they brought the ark of the 
Lord, and set it in its place in the midst of the tabernacle that David had erected for 
it. Then David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord. 18 And 
when David had finished offering burnt offerings and peace offerings, he blessed the 
people in the name of the Lord of hosts. 2 Samuel 6:12-18 NKJV 
 

c. Michael’s barrenness 
 

2. Desire to build a temple 
   

a. David’s desire 
 
Now it came to pass when the king was dwelling in his house, and the Lord had 
given him rest from all his enemies all around, 2 that the king said to Nathan the 
prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside tent 
curtains." 3 Then Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that is in your heart, for the 
Lord is with you." 2 Samuel 7:1-3 NKJV 
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b. Would be Solomon 
 
"When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed 
after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He 
shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. 14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will 
chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. 15 But My 
mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before 
you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. 
Your throne shall be established forever."'" 17 According to all these words and 
according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David. 2 Samuel 7:12-17 NKJV 
 

c. Promised dynasty (SEED/Davidic) 
 
(Genesis 3:15; 12; Abraham, Issac, Jacob, Joseph saves, Judah—seed saved, Boaz-David, 
Messiah) 
 

C. David’s military success (2 Samuel 8-10; 1 Chronicles 18-19) 
 

1. Liberated Israel from Philistines 
2. Built extended empire 

 
a. Defeated Moabites 
b. Defeated Syrians 

 
When the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed 
twenty-two thousand of the Syrians. 6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of 
Damascus; and the Syrians became David's servants, and brought tribute. So the 
Lord preserved David wherever he went. 2 Samuel 8:5-6 NKJV 
 

c. Ammonites, Edomites 
 
He also put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the 
Edomites became David's servants. And the Lord preserved David wherever he 
went. David's Administration. 15 So David reigned over all Israel; and David 
administered judgment and justice to all his people. 2 Samuel 8:14-15 NKJV 
 

3. Kindness to Mephibosheth 
  
So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king's table. And 
he was lame in both his feet. 2 Samuel 9:13 NKJV 
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III. David’s Sin (2 Samuel 11-20) 
 

A. Interesting truths 
 

1. The Bible does not sanitize the sin of God’s leader 
2. Success, at any level, can lead to downfall 
3. Power and authority, once achieved, can be abused 

 
B. Sin with Bathsheba (11) 
C. Confrontation with Nathan (READ: 2 Samuel 12:1-16) 

 
a. Pleaded for child 
b. Baby died 
c. Bathsheba conceived—Solomon born 

 
D. Absalom’s sister Tamar—raped by Amnon (13) 

 
a. Absalom bitter 
b. Plot for revenge (READ: 2 Samuel 13:22-39) 

 
E. Absalom gained favor of the people 

 
In this manner Absalom acted toward all Israel who came to the king for judgment. 
So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 2 Samuel 15:6 NKJV 
 

1. David flees 
 
Now a messenger came to David, saying, "The hearts of the men of Israel are with 
Absalom." 14 So David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, 
"Arise, and let us flee, or we shall not escape from Absalom. Make haste to depart, 
lest he overtake us suddenly and bring disaster upon us, and strike the city with the 
edge of the sword." 15 And the king's servants said to the king, "We are your 
servants, ready to do whatever my lord the king commands." 16 Then the king went 
out with all his household after him. But the king left ten women, concubines, to 
keep the house. 17 And the king went out with all the people after him, and stopped 
at the outskirts. 2 Samuel 15:13-17 NKJV 
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2. Ark carried over but returned 
 
There was Zadok also, and all the Levites with him, bearing the ark of the covenant 
of God. And they set down the ark of God, and Abiathar went up until all the people 
had finished crossing over from the city. 25 Then the king said to Zadok, "Carry the 
ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the Lord, He will bring me 
back and show me both it and His dwelling place. 26 But if He says thus: 'I have no 
delight in you,' here I am, let Him do to me as seems good to Him." 27 The king 
also said to Zadok the priest, "Are you not a seer? Return to the city in peace, and 
your two sons with you, Ahimaaz your son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. 28 See, 
I will wait in the plains of the wilderness until word comes from you to inform me." 
29 Therefore Zadok and Abiathar carried the ark of God back to Jerusalem. And they 
remained there. 2 Samuel 15:24-29 NKJV 
 

3. Shimei 
 
Now when King David came to Bahurim, there was a man from the family of the 
house of Saul, whose name was Shimei the son of Gera, coming from there. He came 
out, cursing continuously as he came. 6 And he threw stones at David and at all the 
servants of King David. And all the people and all the mighty men were on his right 
hand and on his left. 7 Also Shimei said thus when he cursed: "Come out! Come out! 
You bloodthirsty man, you rogue! 8 The Lord has brought upon you all the blood of 
the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the Lord has delivered the 
kingdom into the hand of Absalom your son. So now you are caught in your own evil, 
because you are a bloodthirsty man!" 9 Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the 
king, "Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Please, let me go over and 
take off his head!" 10 But the king said, "What have I to do with you, you sons of 
Zeruiah? So let him curse, because the Lord has said to him, 'Curse David.' Who 
then shall say, 'Why have you done so?'" 11 And David said to Abishai and all his 
servants, "See how my son who came from my own body seeks my life. How much 
more now may this Benjamite? Let him alone, and let him curse; for so the Lord has 
ordered him. 12 It may be that the Lord will look on my affliction, and that the Lord 
will repay me with good for his cursing this day." 13 And as David and his men went 
along the road, Shimei went along the hillside opposite him and cursed as he went, 
threw stones at him and kicked up dust. 14 Now the king and all the people who 
were with him became weary; so they refreshed themselves there. 2 Samuel 16:5-14 
NKJV 
 

4. Ahithophel sells David out as traitor but when he realizes David will be restored he 
hanged himself. 

 
Now when Ahithophel saw that his advice was not followed, he saddled a donkey, 
and arose and went home to his house, to his city. Then he put his household in 
order, and hanged himself, and died; and he was buried in his father's tomb. 2 
Samuel 17:23 NKJV 
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5. Battle against Absalom—he was killed against David’s orders 
 
Now the king had commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, saying, "Deal gently for my 
sake with the young man Absalom." And all the people heard when the king gave all 
the captains orders concerning Absalom. 2 Samuel 18:5 NKJV 
 
Then Absalom met the servants of David. Absalom rode on a mule. The mule went 
under the thick boughs of a great terebinth tree, and his head caught in the 
terebinth; so he was left hanging between heaven and earth. And the mule which was 
under him went on. 10 Now a certain man saw it and told Joab, and said, "I just saw 
Absalom hanging in a terebinth tree!" 11 So Joab said to the man who told him, "You 
just saw him! And why did you not strike him there to the ground? I would have 
given you ten shekels of silver and a belt." 12 But the man said to Joab, "Though I 
were to receive a thousand shekels of silver in my hand, I would not raise my hand 
against the king's son. For in our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and 
Ittai, saying, 'Beware lest anyone touch the young man Absalom!'  13 Otherwise I 
would have dealt falsely against my own life. For there is nothing hidden from the 
king, and you yourself would have set yourself against me." 14 Then Joab said, "I 
cannot linger with you." And he took three spears in his hand and thrust them 
through Absalom's heart, while he was still alive in the midst of the terebinth tree. 15 
And ten young men who bore Joab's armor surrounded Absalom, and struck and 
killed him. 2 Samuel 18:9-15 NKJV 
 

6. David gets report 
 
Just then the Cushite came, and the Cushite said, "There is good news, my lord the 
king! For the Lord has avenged you this day of all those who rose against you." 32 
And the king said to the Cushite, "Is the young man Absalom safe?" So the Cushite 
answered, "May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise against you to do 
harm, be like that young man!" 2 Samuel 18:31-33 NKJV 
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7. Joab scolds him 
 
And Joab was told, "Behold, the king is weeping and mourning for Absalom." 2 So 
the victory that day was turned into mourning for all the people. For the people heard 
it said that day, "The king is grieved for his son." 3 And the people stole back into 
the city that day, as people who are ashamed steal away when they flee in battle. 4 
But the king covered his face, and the king cried out with a loud voice, "O my son 
Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my son!" 5 Then Joab came into the house to the 
king, and said, "Today you have disgraced all your servants who today have saved 
your life, the lives of your sons and daughters, the lives of your wives and the lives of 
your concubines, 6 in that you love your enemies and hate your friends. For you have 
declared today that you regard neither princes nor servants; for today I perceive that 
if Absalom had lived and all of us had died today, then it would have pleased you 
well. 7 Now therefore, arise, go out and speak comfort to your servants. For I swear 
by the Lord, if you do not go out, not one will stay with you this night. And that will 
be worse for you than all the evil that has befallen you from your youth until now." 8 
Then the king arose and sat in the gate. And they told all the people, saying, "There 
is the king, sitting in the gate." So all the people came before the king. For everyone 
of Israel had fled to his tent. 2 Samuel 19:1-8 NKJV 
 

8. David returned to Jerusalem 
 
Now all the people were in a dispute throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, "The 
king saved us from the hand of our enemies, he delivered us from the hand of the 
Philistines, and now he has fled from the land because of Absalom. 10 But Absalom, 
whom we anointed over us, has died in battle. Now therefore, why do you say 
nothing about bringing back the king?" 11 So King David sent to Zadok and 
Abiathar the priests, saying, "Speak to the elders of Judah, saying, 'Why are you the 
last to bring the king back to his house, since the words of all Israel have come to the 
king, to his very house? 12 You are my brethren, you are my bone and my flesh. Why 
then are you the last to bring back the king?' 13 And say to Amasa, 'Are you not my 
bone and my flesh? God do so to me, and more also, if you are not commander of the 
army before me continually in place of Joab.'" 14 So he swayed the hearts of all the 
men of Judah, just as the heart of one man, so that they sent this word to the king: 
"Return, you and all your servants!" 15 Then the king returned and came to the 
Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet the king, to escort the king across 
the Jordan. 2 Samuel 19:9-15 NKJV 
 

F. Rebellion of Sheba was put down by Joab and the army of Judah. 
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IV. David’s Last Years (2 Samuel 21-24; 1 Chronicles 21-22, 29) 
 

A. Three Year Famine (21:1-14) 
 
Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year; and 
David inquired of the Lord. And the Lord answered, "It is because of Saul and his 
bloodthirsty house, because he killed the Gibeonites." 2 Samuel 21:1 NKJV 
 
(Saul’s sin) 
 

1. Retaliatory pay-back—7 from Saul’s house delivered to Gibeonites 
2. Saul and Jonathan’s bones returned 

 
B. David grew faint in battle 

 
When the Philistines were at war again with Israel, David and his servants with him 
went down and fought against the Philistines; and David grew faint. 16 Then Ishbi-
Benob, who was one of the sons of the giant, the weight of whose bronze spear was 
three hundred shekels, who was bearing a new sword, thought he could kill David. 17 
But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to his aid, and struck the Philistine and killed 
him. Then the men of David swore to him, saying, "You shall go out no more with 
us to battle, lest you quench the lamp of Israel." 2 Samuel 21:15-17 NKJV 
 

C. David’s Psalm of praise (22) 
D. Final words and mighty men (23) 
E. Ill-advised census and necessary sacrifice (24:1-4; 10-25) 

 
Conclusion: Seed/Covenant would survive 
 
"When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed 
after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He 
shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. 14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will 
chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. 15 But My 
mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before 
you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. 
Your throne shall be established forever."'" 2 Samuel 7:12-16 NKJV 
 


