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Old Testament Survey 
Lesson Fourteen 

 
Review: Continue exploring Israel’s Monarchy 
 

— Corrupt priesthood (Eli/sons) to ministry of Samuel as judge, priest, prophet, 
kingmaker) 

— Israel calls for a King—Saul anointed, sins, fails 
— Davidic reign (2 Samuel—begins with divided kingdom—Ishbosheth reigned in 

north for 5 years 
— David, at age of 30 reigned over all of Israel, Jerusalem established as city of 

kingdom 
— Ark brought to Jerusalem on second attempt 
— David’s desire to build temple denied but a dynasty promised 

 
"When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed 
after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He 
shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. 14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will 
chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. 15 But My 
mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before 
you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. 
Your throne shall be established forever."'" 17 According to all these words and 
according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David. 2 Samuel 7:12-17 NKJV 
 

— David’s sin with Bathsheba leads to family dysfunction (Amnon, Tamar, Absalom) 
— Absalom’s revolt, David’s exile, Absalom’s death, and David restored 
— David’s last years—ill-advised census 
— Final works and mighty men (2 Samuel 23) 

 
Today—Solomon’s reign/kingdom divided 
 
NOTE: Primary focus—1st and 2nd Kings and portions of 2 Chronicles 
 

— Author of 1st and 2nd Kings unknown but finished by 560-550 BC 
— 1st and 2nd Kings was one book in Hebrew Bible and covers a span of 400 years 

(970-560) written for Jews in exile to reveal God’s perspective of Hebrew history and 
explain reasons for divided kingdom. 
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I. Final Days of David 
 

A. Comforted in his old age 
 
Now King David was old, advanced in years; and they put covers on him, but he 
could not get warm. 2 Therefore his servants said to him, "Let a young woman, a 
virgin, be sought for our lord the king, and let her stand before the king, and let her 
care for him; and let her lie in your bosom, that our lord the king may be warm." 3 So 
they sought for a lovely young woman throughout all the territory of Israel, and 
found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 4 The young woman 
was very lovely; and she cared for the king, and served him; but the king did not 
know her. 1 Kings 1:1-4 NKJV 
 

B. Adonijah exalts himself as king 
 
Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, "I will be king"; and he 
prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 6 (And 
his father had not rebuked him at any time by saying, "Why have you done so?" He 
was also very good-looking. His mother had borne him after Absalom.) 7 Then he 
conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and they 
followed and helped Adonijah. 8 But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men who belonged to David were 
not with Adonijah. 9 And Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fattened cattle by 
the stone of Zoheleth, which is by En Rogel; he also invited all his brothers, the 
king's sons, and all the men of Judah, the king's servants. 10 But he did not invite 
Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, or Solomon his brother. 1 Kings 1:5-10 
NKJV 
 

1. Who is Haggith? 
 
Sons were born to David in Hebron: His firstborn was Amnon by Ahinoam the 
Jezreelitess; 3 his second, Chileab, by Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; the 
third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; 4 the 
fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 5 and the 
sixth, Ithream, by David's wife Eglah. These were born to David in Hebron. 2 
Samuel 3:2-5 NKJV 
 

a. Name means festive 
b. Born David’s fourth son 

 
2. Probably felt justified 

 
a. Amnon, Absalom dead 
b. Chileab likely dead—not mentioned 
c. Adonijah the fourth 
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3. But Solomon divinely promised 
 
"When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed 
after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He 
shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. 2 Samuel 7:12-13 NKJV 
 

4. Nathan and Bathsheba appeal to David 
 
(READ: 1 King 1:11-27) 
 

5. David proclaims Solomon King and has Zodok the priest anoint him 
 
And King David said, "Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada." So they came before the king. 33 The king also said to 
them, "Take with you the servants of your lord, and have Solomon my son ride on 
my own mule, and take him down to Gihon.  34 There let Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel; and blow the horn, and say, 'Long 
live King Solomon!' 35 Then you shall come up after him, and he shall come and sit 
on my throne, and he shall be king in my place. For I have appointed him to be ruler 
over Israel and Judah." 1 Kings 1:32-35 NKJV 
 
So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the 
Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King David's 
mule, and took him to Gihon. 39 Then Zadok the priest took a horn of oil from the 
tabernacle and anointed Solomon. And they blew the horn, and all the people said, 
"Long live King Solomon!" 40 And all the people went up after him; and the people 
played the flutes and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth seemed to split with 
their sound. 41 Now Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they 
finished eating. And when Joab heard the sound of the horn, he said, "Why is the 
city in such a noisy uproar?" 42 While he was still speaking, there came Jonathan, 
the son of Abiathar the priest. And Adonijah said to him, "Come in, for you are a 
prominent man, and bring good news." 43 Then Jonathan answered and said to 
Adonijah, "No! Our lord King David has made Solomon king. 44 The king has sent 
with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the 
Cherethites, and the Pelethites; and they have made him ride on the king's mule. 45 
So Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king at Gihon; and 
they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an uproar. This is the 
noise that you have heard. 46 Also Solomon sits on the throne of the kingdom. 47 
And moreover the king's servants have gone to bless our lord King David, saying, 
'May God make the name of Solomon better than your name, and may He make his 
throne greater than your throne.' Then the king bowed himself on the bed. 48 Also 
the king said thus, 'Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who has given one to sit on 
my throne this day, while my eyes see it!'" 1 Kings 1:38-48 NKJV 
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6. Adonijah seeks refuge 
 
Now Adonijah was afraid of Solomon; so he arose, and went and took hold of the 
horns of the altar. 51 And it was told Solomon, saying, "Indeed Adonijah is afraid of 
King Solomon; for look, he has taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, 'Let King 
Solomon swear to me today that he will not put his servant to death with the sword.'" 
52 Then Solomon said, "If he proves himself a worthy man, not one hair of him shall 
fall to the earth; but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die." 53 So King Solomon 
sent them to bring him down from the altar. And he came and fell down before King 
Solomon; and Solomon said to him, "Go to your house." 1 Kings 1:50-53 NKJV 
 

C. David instructs Solomon (1Kings 2:1-9) 
D. David passes 

 
So David rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David. 11 The period 
that David reigned over Israel was forty years; seven years he reigned in Hebron, and 
in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years. 12 Then Solomon sat on the throne of his 
father David; and his kingdom was firmly established. 1 Kings 2:10-12 NKJV 
 

E. Adonijah acts foolishly and executed 
 
Now Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. So she 
said, "Do you come peaceably?" And he said, "Peaceably." 14 Moreover he said, "I 
have something to say to you." And she said, "Say it." 15 Then he said, "You know 
that the kingdom was mine, and all Israel had set their expectations on me, that I 
should reign. However, the kingdom has been turned over, and has become my 
brother's; for it was his from the Lord. 16 Now I ask one petition of you; do not deny 
me." And she said to him, "Say it." 17 Then he said, "Please speak to King Solomon, 
for he will not refuse you, that he may give me Abishag the Shunammite as wife." 18 
So Bathsheba said, "Very well, I will speak for you to the king." 19 Bathsheba 
therefore went to King Solomon, to speak to him for Adonijah. And the king rose up 
to meet her and bowed down to her, and sat down on his throne and had a throne set 
for the king's mother; so she sat at his right hand. 20 Then she said, "I desire one 
small petition of you; do not refuse me." And the king said to her, "Ask it, my 
mother, for I will not refuse you." 21 So she said, "Let Abishag the Shunammite be 
given to Adonijah your brother as wife." 22 And King Solomon answered and said to 
his mother, "Now why do you ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for 
him the kingdom also — for he is my older brother — for him, and for Abiathar the 
priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah." 23 Then King Solomon swore by the Lord, 
saying, "May God do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah has not spoken this word 
against his own life! 24 Now therefore, as the Lord lives, who has confirmed me and 
set me on the throne of David my father, and who has established a house for me, as 
He promised, Adonijah shall be put to death today!" 25 So King Solomon sent by the 
hand of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he struck him down, and he died. 1 Kings 
2:13-25 NKJV 
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II. The Reign of Solomon 
 

A. Peaceful reign for 40 years 
 

1. Benefitted from David’s military battles 
2. Began reigning at age 21-25 

 
B. His first acts 

 
1. Abithar exiled 

 
And to Abiathar the priest the king said, "Go to Anathoth, to your own fields, for you 
are deserving of death; but I will not put you to death at this time, because you 
carried the ark of the Lord God before my father David, and because you were 
afflicted every time my father was afflicted." 27 So Solomon removed Abiathar from 
being priest to the Lord, that he might fulfill the word of the Lord which He spoke 
concerning the house of Eli at Shiloh. 1 Kings 2:26-27 NKJV 
 

a. Conferred with Adonijah  
b. Fulfilled promise to Eli’s house 

 
Ahijah the son of Ahitub, Ichabod's brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the 
Lord's priest in Shiloh, was wearing an ephod. But the people did not know that 
Jonathan had gone. 4 Between the passes, by which Jonathan sought to go over to 
the Philistines' garrison, there was a sharp rock on one side and a sharp rock on the 
other side. And the name of one was Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh. 1 
Samuel 14:3-4 NKJV 
 

2. Joab executed for supporting Adonijah (1 Kings 2:28-35) 
3. Shimei executed (1 Kings 2:36-46) 

 
a. Had cursed David 
b. Paroled in exile 
c. Left exile—executed 

 
C. Solomon’s request for wisdom (1Kings 3:1-15) 
D. Judges wisely (2 women/1 child episode) 
E. Organizes Kingdom (1 Kings 4) 

 
1. 12 districts for purpose of taxation 

 
a. 1 of 12 months officer of district provided provisions for central 

government 
b. Other 11 months warehoused provisions for own district 

 
2. Large armed forces 
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For he had dominion over all the region on this side of the River from Tiphsah even 
to Gaza, namely over all the kings on this side of the River; and he had peace on 
every side all around him. 25 And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, each man under his 
vine and his fig tree, from Dan as far as Beersheba, all the days of Solomon. 26 
Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen. 27 And these governors, each man in his month, provided food for King 
Solomon and for all who came to King Solomon's table. There was no lack in their 
supply. 28 They also brought barley and straw to the proper place, for the horses and 
steeds, each man according to his charge. 1 Kings 4:24-28 NKJV 
 
 

III. Solomon’s Building Projects (1Kings 5-9; 2 Chronicles 2-8) 
 

A. Temple—on Auranah’s threshing floor/Moriah 
  

1. 12 times larger than tabernacle, elaborate; 950 BC 
2. Dedication 

 
When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the 
burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the temple.  2 And 
the priests could not enter the house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord had 
filled the Lord's house. 3 When all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, 
and the glory of the Lord on the temple, they bowed their faces to the ground on the 
pavement, and worshiped and praised the Lord, saying: "For He is good, For His 
mercy endures forever." 2 Chronicles 7:1-3 NKJV 
 

3. Destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar 586 BC 
4.  Rebuilt by Zerubbabel 516 
5. Herod’s is destroyed in 70 AD 
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B. Palace—13 years to complete 
 
But Solomon took thirteen years to build his own house; so he finished all his house.  
2 He also built the House of the Forest of Lebanon; its length was one hundred 
cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits, with four rows of cedar 
pillars, and cedar beams on the pillars. 3 And it was paneled with cedar above the 
beams that were on forty-five pillars, fifteen to a row. 4 There were windows with 
beveled frames in three rows, and window was opposite window in three tiers. 5 And 
all the doorways and doorposts had rectangular frames; and window was opposite 
window in three tiers. 6 He also made the Hall of Pillars: its length was fifty cubits, 
and its width thirty cubits; and in front of them was a portico with pillars, and a 
canopy was in front of them. 7 Then he made a hall for the throne, the Hall of 
Judgment, where he might judge; and it was paneled with cedar from floor to ceiling. 
8 And the house where he dwelt had another court inside the hall, of like 
workmanship. Solomon also made a house like this hall for Pharaoh's daughter, 
whom he had taken as wife. 9 All these were of costly stones cut to size, trimmed 
with saws, inside and out, from the foundation to the eaves, and also on the outside 
to the great court. 10 The foundation was of costly stones, large stones, some ten 
cubits and some eight cubits. 11 And above were costly stones, hewn to size, and 
cedar wood. 12 The great court was enclosed with three rows of hewn stones and a 
row of cedar beams. So were the inner court of the house of the Lord and the 
vestibule of the temple. 1 Kings 7:1-12 NKJV 
 
 

IV. Solomon’s International Relations 
 

A. Hiram, King of Tyre 
 
Now it happened at the end of twenty years, when Solomon had built the two houses, 
the house of the Lord and the king's house 11 (Hiram the king of Tyre had supplied 
Solomon with cedar and cypress and gold, as much as he desired), that King 
Solomon then gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. 12 Then Hiram went 
from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had given him, but they did not please 
him. 13 So he said, "What kind of cities are these which you have given me, my 
brother?" And he called them the land of Cabul, as they are to this day. 14 Then 
Hiram sent the king one hundred and twenty talents of gold. 1 Kings 9:10-14 NKJV 
 

B. Gifts from many nations 
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C. Queen of Sheba 
 

Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of 
the Lord, she came to test him with hard questions. 2 She came to Jerusalem with a 
very great retinue, with camels that bore spices, very much gold, and precious 
stones; and when she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about all that was in her 
heart. 3 So Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing so difficult for the 
king that he could not explain it to her. 4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all 
the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, 5 the food on his table, the 
seating of his servants, the service of his waiters and their apparel, his cupbearers, 
and his entryway by which he went up to the house of the Lord, there was no more 
spirit in her. 6 Then she said to the king: "It was a true report which I heard in my 
own land about your words and your wisdom. 7 However I did not believe the words 
until I came and saw with my own eyes; and indeed the half was not told me. Your 
wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which I heard. 8 Happy are your men and 
happy are these your servants, who stand continually before you and hear your 
wisdom! 9 Blessed be the Lord your God, who delighted in you, setting you on the 
throne of Israel! Because the Lord has loved Israel forever, therefore He made you 
king, to do justice and righteousness." 10 Then she gave the king one hundred and 
twenty talents of gold, spices in great quantity, and precious stones. There never 
again came such abundance of spices as the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 
11 Also, the ships of Hiram, which brought gold from Ophir, brought great quantities 
of almug wood and precious stones from Ophir. 12 And the king made steps of the 
almug wood for the house of the Lord and for the king's house, also harps and 
stringed instruments for singers. There never again came such almug wood, nor has 
the like been seen to this day. 13 Now King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all she 
desired, whatever she asked, besides what Solomon had given her according to the 
royal generosity. So she turned and went to her own country, she and her servants.  
1 Kings 10:1-13 NKJV 

 
D. His wealth 

 
The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and sixty-six 
talents of gold, 15 besides that from the traveling merchants, from the income of 
traders, from all the kings of Arabia, and from the governors of the country. 16 And 
King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six hundred 
shekels of gold went into each shield. 17 He also made three hundred shields of 
hammered gold; three minas of gold went into each shield. The king put them in the 
House of the Forest of Lebanon. 18 Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, 
and overlaid it with pure gold. 19 The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne 
was round at the back; there were armrests on either side of the place of the seat, and 
two lions stood beside the armrests. 20 Twelve lions stood there, one on each side of 
the six steps; nothing like this had been made for any other kingdom. 21 All King 
Solomon's drinking vessels were gold, and all the vessels of the House of the Forest 
of Lebanon were pure gold. Not one was silver, for this was accounted as nothing in 
the days of Solomon. 22 For the king had merchant ships at sea with the fleet of 
Hiram.  
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Once every three years the merchant ships came bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, 
and monkeys.  23 So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and 
wisdom. 24 Now all the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, 
which God had put in his heart. 25 Each man brought his present: articles of silver 
and gold, garments, armor, spices, horses, and mules, at a set rate year by year. 26 
And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen; he had one thousand four hundred 
chariots and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he stationed in the chariot cities and 
with the king at Jerusalem. 27 The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as 
stones, and he made cedar trees as abundant as the sycamores which are in the 
lowland. 28 Also Solomon had horses imported from Egypt and Keveh; the king's 
merchants bought them in Keveh at the current price. 1 Kings 10:14-28 NKJV 
 

V. Solomon’s Disobedience and Death (1 Kings 11) 
 

A. Treaties confirmed by marrying King’s daughters (700 wives/300 concubines) 
B. His failure 

 
But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: 
women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites —  2 from 
the nations of whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, "You shall not 
intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after 
their gods." Solomon clung to these in love. 3 And he had seven hundred wives, 
princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. 4 For 
it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; 
and his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David. 
5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom 
the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
did not fully follow the Lord, as did his father David. 7 Then Solomon built a high 
place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem, 
and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon. 8 And he did likewise for 
all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods. 1 Kings 11:1-8 
NKJV 
 

C. God’s anger 
 
So the Lord became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the 
Lord God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, 10 and had commanded him 
concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not keep 
what the Lord had commanded. 11 Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, "Because 
you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have 
commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your 
servant. 12 Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father 
David; I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 However I will not tear away the 
whole kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David, 
and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen." 1 Kings 11:9-13 NKJV 
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D. Adversaries 
 

1. Hadad—Edomite 
2. Rezon-Damascus 
3. Rebellion of Jeroboam 

 
Then Solomon's servant, Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zereda, 
whose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow, also rebelled against the king. 27 And 
this is what caused him to rebel against the king: Solomon had built the Millo and 
repaired the damages to the City of David his father. 28 The man Jeroboam was a 
mighty man of valor; and Solomon, seeing that the young man was industrious, 
made him the officer over all the labor force of the house of Joseph. 29 Now it 
happened at that time, when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet 
Ahijah the Shilonite met him on the way; and he had clothed himself with a new 
garment, and the two were alone in the field. 30 Then Ahijah took hold of the new 
garment that was on him, and tore it into twelve pieces. 31 And he said to Jeroboam, 
"Take for yourself ten pieces, for thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: 'Behold, I will 
tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to you 32 (but 
he shall have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of 
Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel), 33 because 
they have forsaken Me, and worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, 
Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the people of Ammon, and 
have not walked in My ways to do what is right in My eyes and keep My statutes and 
My judgments, as did his father David. 34 However I will not take the whole 
kingdom out of his hand, because I have made him ruler all the days of his life for 
the sake of My servant David, whom I chose because he kept My commandments 
and My statutes. 35 But I will take the kingdom out of his son's hand and give it to 
you — ten tribes. 36 And to his son I will give one tribe, that My servant David may 
always have a lamp before Me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen for Myself, 
to put My name there. 37 So I will take you, and you shall reign over all your heart 
desires, and you shall be king over Israel. 38 Then it shall be, if you heed all that I 
command you, walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight, to keep My 
statutes and My commandments, as My servant David did, then I will be with you 
and build for you an enduring house, as I built for David, and will give Israel to you. 
39 And I will afflict the descendants of David because of this, but not forever.'" 40 
Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam. But Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt, to 
Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 1 Kings 11:26-40 
NKJV 
 
Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, all that he did, and his wisdom, are they not 
written in the book of the acts of Solomon? 42 And the period that Solomon reigned 
in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. 43 Then Solomon rested with his fathers, 
and was buried in the City of David his father. And Rehoboam his son reigned in his 
place. 1 Kings 11:41-43 NKJV 
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VI. The Kingdom Divided 
 

A. Basic overview 
 

1. After the death of Solomon the Kingdom divided (931) 
 

a. Northern 10 tribes—Israel/Samaria 
b. Southern 2 tribes—Judah/Jerusalem 

 
NOTE: North sometimes called Ephraim 
 

2. Fall of each Kingdom 
 

a. North (722) to Assyrians 
b. South (586) to Babylon 

 
B. Chronological Overview 

 
1. North Israel 

 
a. 931—Dynasty of Jeroboam I 
b. 909—Dynasty of Baasha 
c. 885—Dynasty of Omri 
d. 841—Dynasty of Jehu 
e. 752—Last Kings 
f. 722—Fall of Samaria 

 
2. South Judah 

 
a. 931—Rehoboam 
b. 885—Jehoshaphat  
c. 752—Uzziah 
d. ?—Hezekiah 
e. 640—Josiah 
f. 586—Fall of Jerusalem 

 
NOTE: Others in between—each had about 20 Kings 
 

C. Godliness 
 

1. North—all wicked 
2. South—Mixture of godly and ungodly 
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D. Rising Kingdoms 
 

1. Assyrian Empire 
 

a. Began about 1100 BC Tiglath Pileser I 
b. Became less powerful during the reign of David and Solomon 
c. 9th Century became a rising power 
d. Had to fight many small battles (Syrian Ben-Hadad) 
e. TP3 (745-727) really developed Assyrians  

 
2. Babylonian Empire not yet fully formed—will discuss at Southern 

Kingdom discussion 
 
 

E. The split occurs 
 

1. Jeroboam—administrator for Solomon, rebels 
 
READ: 1 Kings 11:26-40 
 

2. Solomon dies 
3. Rehoboam calls for national assembly in the immediate (1 Kings 12:1-19) 
4. Civil war averted 

 
Now it came to pass when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had come back, they sent 
for him and called him to the congregation, and made him king over all Israel. There 
was none who followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only. 21 And when 
Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah with the tribe of 
Benjamin, one hundred and eighty thousand chosen men who were warriors, to fight 
against the house of Israel, that he might restore the kingdom to Rehoboam the son 
of Solomon. 22 But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 23 
"Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, to all the house of Judah 
and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, saying, 24 'Thus says the Lord: "You 
shall not go up nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel. Let every man 
return to his house, for this thing is from Me."'" Therefore they obeyed the word of 
the Lord, and turned back, according to the word of the Lord. 1 Kings 12:20-24 NKJV 
 

5. Later civil war for 23 years under Jeroboam 
6. Made golden calves to worship—did not want them to go to Jerusalem 

(he even appointed a priest) 
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And behold, a man of God went from Judah to Bethel by the word of the Lord, and 
Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. 2 Then he cried out against the altar by 
the word of the Lord, and said, "O altar, altar! Thus says the Lord: 'Behold, a child, 
Josiah by name, shall be born to the house of David; and on you he shall sacrifice the 
priests of the high places who burn incense on you, and men's bones shall be burned 
on you.'" 3 And he gave a sign the same day, saying, "This is the sign which the 
Lord has spoken: Surely the altar shall split apart, and the ashes on it shall be poured 
out." 4 So it came to pass when King Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, 
who cried out against the altar in Bethel, that he stretched out his hand from the 
altar, saying, "Arrest him!" Then his hand, which he stretched out toward him, 
withered, so that he could not pull it back to himself. 5 The altar also was split apart, 
and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of God 
had given by the word of the Lord. 6 Then the king answered and said to the man of 
God, "Please entreat the favor of the Lord your God, and pray for me, that my hand 
may be restored to me." So the man of God entreated the Lord, and the king's hand 
was restored to him, and became as before. 7 Then the king said to the man of God, 
"Come home with me and refresh yourself, and I will give you a reward." 8 But the 
man of God said to the king, "If you were to give me half your house, I would not go 
in with you; nor would I eat bread nor drink water in this place. 9 For so it was 
commanded me by the word of the Lord, saying, 'You shall not eat bread, nor drink 
water, nor return by the same way you came.'" 10 So he went another way and did 
not return by the way he came to Bethel. 1 Kings 13:1-10 NKJV 
 

7. Continued in idolatry—judgment on his house (1 Kings 14:1-20) 
 

F. Kings after Jeroboam 
 

1. Son Nadab 
 
Now Nadab the son of Jeroboam became king over Israel in the second year of Asa 
king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years. 26 And he did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and walked in the way of his father, and in his sin by which he had made 
Israel sin. 27 Then Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired 
against him. And Baasha killed him at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines, 
while Nadab and all Israel laid siege to Gibbethon. 28 Baasha killed him in the third 
year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his place. 29 And it was so, when he 
became king, that he killed all the house of Jeroboam. He did not leave to Jeroboam 
anyone that breathed, until he had destroyed him, according to the word of the Lord 
which He had spoken by His servant Ahijah the Shilonite, 30 because of the sins of 
Jeroboam, which he had sinned and by which he had made Israel sin, because of his 
provocation with which he had provoked the Lord God of Israel to anger. 31 Now the 
rest of the acts of Nadab, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel? 32 And there was war between Asa and Baasha king 
of Israel all their days. 33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha the son of 
Ahijah became king over all Israel in Tirzah, and reigned twenty-four years. 34 He 
did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin by 
which he had made Israel sin. 1 Kings 15:25-34 NKJV 
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2. Baasha judged 
 
Then the word of the Lord came to Jehu the son of Hanani, against Baasha, saying: 2 
"Inasmuch as I lifted you out of the dust and made you ruler over My people Israel, 
and you have walked in the way of Jeroboam, and have made My people Israel sin, to 
provoke Me to anger with their sins, 3 surely I will take away the posterity of Baasha 
and the posterity of his house, and I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat. 4 The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Baasha and dies in the 
city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the fields." 5 Now the rest of 
the acts of Baasha, what he did, and his might, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel? 6 So Baasha rested with his fathers and was buried 
in Tirzah. Then Elah his son reigned in his place. 7 And also the word of the Lord 
came by the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha and his house, because 
of all the evil that he did in the sight of the Lord in provoking Him to anger with the 
work of his hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam, and because he killed them.  
1 Kings 16:1-7 NKJV 
 

3. Elah reigned 1 years—his servant Zimri conspired, killed him and began reigning 
 
Then it came to pass, when he began to reign, as soon as he was seated on his 
throne, that he killed all the household of Baasha; he did not leave him one male, 
neither of his relatives nor of his friends. 12 Thus Zimri destroyed all the household 
of Baasha, according to the word of the Lord, which He spoke against Baasha by 
Jehu the prophet, 13 for all the sins of Baasha and the sins of Elah his son, by which 
they had sinned and by which they had made Israel sin, in provoking the Lord God 
of Israel to anger with their idols. 14 Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that he 
did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 1 Kings 
16:11-14 NKJV 
 

4. Zimri only reigned 7 days 
 
Then the people of Israel were divided into two parts: half of the people followed 
Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king, and half followed Omri. 22 But the 
people who followed Omri prevailed over the people who followed Tibni the son of 
Ginath. So Tibni died and Omri reigned. 23 In the thirty-first year of Asa king of 
Judah, Omri became king over Israel, and reigned twelve years. Six years he reigned 
in Tirzah. 24 And he bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver; 
then he built on the hill, and called the name of the city which he built, Samaria, after 
the name of Shemer, owner of the hill. 25 Omri did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and 
did worse than all who were before him. 26 For he walked in all the ways of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, and in his sin by which he had made Israel sin, provoking the Lord 
God of Israel to anger with their idols. 27 Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he 
did, and the might that he showed, are they not written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Israel? 28 So Omri rested with his fathers and was buried in Samaria. 
Then Ahab his son reigned in his place. 1 Kings 16:21-28 NKJV 
 
Conclusion: Ahab/Northern ungodliness 


