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Old Testament Survey 
Lesson Seventeen 

 
Review:  
 

— Monarchy: Saul, David, and Solomon (1079 BC-932 BC) 
— Divided Monarchy 

 
1. Northern Kingdom (Israel)—Jeroboam 
2. Southern Kingdom (Judah)—Rehoboam 

 
— Northern Kingdom had only wicked kings 
— 722 BC—tragic disaster at the hands of the Assyrians 
— God’s mercy sent Elijah and Elisha but they did not heed their word 

 
Today: Turn to Southern Kingdom of Judah (mix of godly and ungodly kings) 
 
Four Specific Time Periods 
 
 

I. First Period: Sixty Years of War with Israel 
 
(Rehoboam to Asa) 
 

A. Southern Kingdom construct 
 

1. 2 tribes (Benjamin/Judah—David’s tribe) 
2. 5 dynasties in Israel—only Davidic in Judah except brief rule of Queen Athaliah 
3. Capital city stayed in Jerusalem where David established it 

 
B. Rehoboam—Judah’s first King (1 Kings 12) 

 
1. Jeroboam and people of Israel questioned Rehoboam regarding his tax plan 

 
a. Advice from elders rejected 
b. Advice from young men accepted 
c. Heavy taxation promised 

 
2. Jeroboam and people rebelled 

 
Now when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered 
the king, saying: "What share have we in David? We have no inheritance in the son 
of Jesse. To your tents, O Israel! Now, see to your own house, O David!" So Israel 
departed to their tents. 1 Kings 12:16 NKJV 
 
So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.  1 Kings 12:19 
NKJV 
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Now it came to pass when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had come back, they sent 
for him and called him to the congregation, and made him king over all Israel. There 
was none who followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only. 1 Kings 12:20 
NKJV 
 
NOTE: Northern Kingdom originated 
 

3. Rehoboam’s plan to stomp out rebellion thwarted by prophet 
 
And when Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah with 
the tribe of Benjamin, one hundred and eighty thousand chosen men who were 
warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, that he might restore the kingdom to 
Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 22 But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man 
of God, saying, 23 "Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, to all the 
house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, saying, 24 'Thus says the 
Lord: "You shall not go up nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel. Let 
every man return to his house, for this thing is from Me."'" Therefore they obeyed 
the word of the Lord, and turned back, according to the word of the Lord. 1 Kings 
12:21-24 NKJV 
 

4. Priests and Levites all migrated to south while Jeroboam substituted idolatry in 
the north for true religion of Israel 

 
a. Real religious fervor in the South for the first three years of Rehoboam’s 

reign. 
 
And from all their territories the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel took 
their stand with him. 14 For the Levites left their common-lands and their 
possessions and came to Judah and Jerusalem, for Jeroboam and his sons had 
rejected them from serving as priests to the Lord. 15 Then he appointed for himself 
priests for the high places, for the demons, and the calf idols which he had made. 16 
And after the Levites left, those from all the tribes of Israel, such as set their heart to 
seek the Lord God of Israel, came to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the Lord God of their 
fathers. 17 So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the son 
of Solomon strong for three years, because they walked in the way of David and 
Solomon for three years. 2 Chronicles 11:13-17 NKJV 
 

b. Rehoboam apostatized after kingdom was established 
 
Now it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the kingdom and had 
strengthened himself, that he forsook the law of the Lord, and all Israel along with 
him. 2 Chronicles 12:1 NKJV 
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c. Egyptian King Shishak invaded Judah in Rehoboam’s 5th year—judgment 
of God declared by the prophet Shemaiah 

d. Humbled themselves before God—invasion tempered and Judah not 
destroyed but temple raided and treasure pilfered. 

 
So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took away the treasures of 
the house of the Lord and the treasures of the king's house; he took everything. He 
also carried away the gold shields which Solomon had made. 10 Then King 
Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place, and committed them to the hands of 
the captains of the guard, who guarded the doorway of the king's house. 11 And 
whenever the king entered the house of the Lord, the guard would go and bring them 
out; then they would take them back into the guardroom. 12 When he humbled 
himself, the wrath of the Lord turned from him, so as not to destroy him completely; 
and things also went well in Judah. 2 Chronicles 12:9-12 NKJV 
 

5. Led Judah into idolatry 
 

a. Reigned 17 years—began at 41 
b. Did evil 
c. Continued civil war with the north 

 
The acts of Rehoboam, first and last, are they not written in the book of Shemaiah 
the prophet, and of Iddo the seer concerning genealogies? And there were wars 
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days. 2 Chronicles 12:15 NKJV 
 

C. The reign of Abijah—Rehoboam’s son 
 

1. Reigned 3 years 
2. Civil war continued 
3. Idolatry continued 
4. Only David’s covenant saved the throne 

 
In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Abijam became king over 
Judah. 2 He reigned three years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Maachah the 
granddaughter of Abishalom. 3 And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he 
had done before him; his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of 
his father David. 4 Nevertheless for David's sake the Lord his God gave him a lamp 
in Jerusalem, by setting up his son after him and by establishing Jerusalem; 5 
because David did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, and had not turned aside 
from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life, except in the matter 
of Uriah the Hittite. 1 Kings 15:1-6 NKJV 
 

D. Asa—Abijah’s son 
 

1. Reigned 41 years (910-869 BC) 
2. Peace for at least first 10 years 
3. Foreign altars and high places removed and Mosaic Law was to be kept 
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Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God, 3 for he removed 
the altars of the foreign gods and the high places, and broke down the sacred pillars 
and cut down the wooden images. 4 He commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of 
their fathers, and to observe the law and the commandment. 5 He also removed the 
high places and the incense altars from all the cities of Judah, and the kingdom was 
quiet under him. 6 And he built fortified cities in Judah, for the land had rest; he had 
no war in those years, because the Lord had given him rest. 7 Therefore he said to 
Judah, "Let us build these cities and make walls around them, and towers, gates, and 
bars, while the land is yet before us, because we have sought the Lord our God; we 
have sought Him, and He has given us rest on every side." So they built and 
prospered. 2 Chronicles 14:2-7 NKJV 
 

4. Attacked by Ethiopians in his 14th year and won a great battle 
5. Prophet Azariah and revival (READ: 2 Chronicles 15) 
6. Made a treaty with Ben-Hadad (Syria) 

 
a. Rebuked by Hanani 

 
And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said to him: 
"Because you have relied on the king of Syria, and have not relied on the Lord your 
God, therefore the army of the king of Syria has escaped from your hand. 8 Were the 
Ethiopians and the Lubim not a huge army with very many chariots and horsemen? 
Yet, because you relied on the Lord, He delivered them into your hand. 9 For the 
eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong 
on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this you have done foolishly; 
therefore from now on you shall have wars." 2 Chronicles 16:7-9 NKJV 
 

b. Imprisoned the prophet 
c. Became ill but did not seek the Lord 

 
And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa became diseased in his feet, and his 
malady was severe; yet in his disease he did not seek the Lord, but the physicians. 13 
So Asa rested with his fathers; he died in the forty-first year of his reign. 14 They 
buried him in his own tomb, which he had made for himself in the City of David; and 
they laid him in the bed which was filled with spices and various ingredients 
prepared in a mixture of ointments. They made a very great burning for him.  
2 Chronicles 16:12-14 NKJV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This material is copyrighted. Its use in the local church or in any other setting as a teaching tool or ministry 
presentation requires written permission from the author. 

5 

 

II. Second Period: Seventy-Five Years of Political Alliance (Jehoshaphat-Joash) 
 

A. Jehoshaphat—Asa’s son 
 

1. Reigned 25 years 
2. Many positive elements 

 
a. Sent princes, priests, Levites through the land to teach the law 

 
And his heart took delight in the ways of the Lord; moreover he removed the high 
places and wooden images from Judah. 7 Also in the third year of his reign he sent 
his leaders, Ben-Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and Michaiah, to teach in the 
cities of Judah. 8 And with them he sent Levites: Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, 
Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tobadonijah — the 
Levites; and with them Elishama and Jehoram, the priests. 9 So they taught in Judah, 
and had the Book of the Law of the Lord with them; they went throughout all the 
cities of Judah and taught the people. 2 Chronicles 17:6-9 NKJV 
 

b. Other nations feared Judah 
 
And the fear of the Lord fell on all the kingdoms of the lands that were around Judah, 
so that they did not make war against Jehoshaphat. 11 Also some of the Philistines 
brought Jehoshaphat presents and silver as tribute; and the Arabians brought him 
flocks, seven thousand seven hundred rams and seven thousand seven hundred male 
goats. 12 So Jehoshaphat became increasingly powerful, and he built fortresses and 
storage cities in Judah. 2 Chronicles 17:10-12 NKJV 
 

c. Led people in time of fasting and prayer when attacked by Moabites and 
Ammonites 

 
It happened after this that the people of Moab with the people of Ammon, and others 
with them besides the Ammonites, came to battle against Jehoshaphat. 2 Then some 
came and told Jehoshaphat, saying, "A great multitude is coming against you from 
beyond the sea, from Syria; and they are in Hazazon Tamar" (which is En Gedi). 3 
And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast 
throughout all Judah. 2 Chronicles 20:1-3 NKJV 
 
O our God, will You not judge them? For we have no power against this great 
multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are 
upon You." 2 Chronicles 20:12 NKJV 
 
And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to 
the Lord, and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the 
army and were saying: "Praise the Lord, For His mercy endures forever." 2 
Chronicles 20:21 NKJV 
 
 



This material is copyrighted. Its use in the local church or in any other setting as a teaching tool or ministry 
presentation requires written permission from the author. 

6 

 

Now when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushes against the 
people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they 
were defeated. 2 Chronicles 20:22 NKJV 
 

3. Also some negative blunders 
 

a. Peace agreement with ungodly Ahab by marrying his son Jehoram to Ahab’s 
daughter Athaliah—she later became ruthless Queen of Judah and killed some 
of his family. 

b. Prophets confronted him about unhealthy alliance 
c. He made bad decisions based on perceived benefits of political alliance 
d. Also made alliance with Ahaziah—tried to launch ships at Ezion-geber for 

commercial purposes—prophetic word 
 
After this Jehoshaphat king of Judah allied himself with Ahaziah king of Israel, who 
acted very wickedly. 36 And he allied himself with him to make ships to go to 
Tarshish, and they made the ships in Ezion Geber. 37 But Eliezer the son of 
Dodavah of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, "Because you have 
allied yourself with Ahaziah, the Lord has destroyed your works." Then the ships 
were wrecked, so that they were not able to go to Tarshish. 2 Chronicles 20:35-37 
NKJV 
 

e. Also alliance with Joram (son of Ahab)—Elisha tried to warn 
 

4. Died in 848 BC 
 
And Jehoshaphat rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City 
of David. Then Jehoram his son reigned in his place. 2 Chronicles 21:1 NKJV 
 

B. Jehoram through Athaliah—Jehoshaphat’s son 
 

1. Reigned 8 years 
2. Killed all his brothers 

 
Now when Jehoram was established over the kingdom of his father, he strengthened 
himself and killed all his brothers with the sword, and also others of the princes of 
Israel. 5 Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned 
eight years in Jerusalem. 2 Chronicles 21:4-5 NKJV 
 

3. Pressured people to secure idols—probably pressured by Athaliah (Ahab’s 
daughter) 

 
Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah, and caused the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem to commit harlotry, and led Judah astray. 2 Chronicles 21:11 
NKJV 
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4. Elijah rebuked him in a letter 
 
And a letter came to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus says the Lord God of 
your father David: Because you have not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat your 
father, or in the ways of Asa king of Judah, 13 but have walked in the way of the kings 
of Israel, and have made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to play the harlot 
like the harlotry of the house of Ahab, and also have killed your brothers, those of 
your father's household, who were better than yourself, 14 behold, the Lord will strike 
your people with a serious affliction — your children, your wives, and all your 
possessions; 15 and you will become very sick with a disease of your intestines, until 
your intestines come out by reason of the sickness, day by day. 2 Chronicles 21:12-15 
NKJV 
 

5. Disease that killed him 
 
After all this the Lord struck him in his intestines with an incurable disease. 19 Then 
it happened in the course of time, after the end of two years, that his intestines came 
out because of his sickness; so he died in severe pain. And his people made no 
burning for him, like the burning for his fathers. 20 He was thirty-two years old when 
he became king. He reigned in Jerusalem eight years and, to no one's sorrow, 
departed. However they buried him in the City of David, but not in the tombs of the 
kings. 2 Chronicles 21:18-20 NKJV 
 

C. Ahaziah (his son) reigned one year 
 
Then the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah his youngest son king in his place, 
for the raiders who came with the Arabians into the camp had killed all the older 
sons. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, reigned. 2 Ahaziah was forty-two 
years old when he became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother's 
name was Athaliah the granddaughter of Omri. 3 He also walked in the ways of the 
house of Ahab, for his mother advised him to do wickedly. 4 Therefore he did evil in 
the sight of the Lord, like the house of Ahab; for they were his counselors after the 
death of his father, to his destruction. 5 He also followed their advice, and went with 
Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Israel to war against Hazael king of Syria at 
Ramoth Gilead; and the Syrians wounded Joram. 6 Then he returned to Jezreel to 
recover from the wounds which he had received at Ramah, when he fought against 
Hazael king of Syria. And Azariah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down to 
see Jehoram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick. 7 His going to Joram 
was God's occasion for Ahaziah's downfall; for when he arrived, he went out with 
Jehoram against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the Lord had anointed to cut off the 
house of Ahab. 8 And it happened, when Jehu was executing judgment on the house 
of Ahab, and found the princes of Judah and the sons of Ahaziah's brothers who 
served Ahaziah, that he killed them. 9 Then he searched for Ahaziah; and they 
caught him (he was hiding in Samaria), and brought him to Jehu. When they had 
killed him, they buried him, "because," they said, "he is the son of Jehoshaphat, 
who sought the Lord with all his heart." So the house of Ahaziah had no one to 
assume power over the kingdom. 2 Chronicles 22:1-9 NKJV 
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D. Athaliah (reigned 6 years) 
 
Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and 
destroyed all the royal heirs of the house of Judah. 11 But Jehoshabeath, the daughter 
of the king, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him away from among the 
king's sons who were being murdered, and put him and his nurse in a bedroom. So 
Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest (for she 
was the sister of Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah so that she did not kill him. 12 And 
he was hidden with them in the house of God for six years, while Athaliah reigned 
over the land. 2 Chronicles 22:10-12 NKJV 
 
NOTE: Only time not Davidic heir 
 
C. Joash—Ahaziah’s son  
 

1. 40 year reign, began when he was 7 
 
NOTE: Instructed by godly priest 
 
In the seventh year of Jehu, Jehoash became king, and he reigned forty years in 
Jerusalem. His mother's name was Zibiah of Beersheba. 2 Jehoash did what was 
right in the sight of the Lord all the days in which Jehoiada the priest instructed him. 
2 Kings 12:1-2 NKJV 
 

2. Restored temple worship 
3. After death of Jehoiada—backslid 

 
Now after the death of Jehoiada the leaders of Judah came and bowed down to the 
king. And the king listened to them. 18 Therefore they left the house of the Lord God 
of their fathers, and served wooden images and idols; and wrath came upon Judah 
and Jerusalem because of their trespass. 19 Yet He sent prophets to them, to bring 
them back to the Lord; and they testified against them, but they would not listen. 20 
Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, who 
stood above the people, and said to them, "Thus says God: 'Why do you transgress 
the commandments of the Lord, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have 
forsaken the Lord, He also has forsaken you.'" 21 So they conspired against him, and 
at the command of the king they stoned him with stones in the court of the house of 
the Lord. 22 Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness which Jehoiada his 
father had done to him, but killed his son; and as he died, he said, "The Lord look 
on it, and repay!" 2 Chronicles 24:17-22 NKJV 
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4. Syria threatened to attack Judah and Joash bribed king with temple possessions 
 
Hazael king of Syria went up and fought against Gath, and took it; then Hazael set 
his face to go up to Jerusalem. 18 And Jehoash king of Judah took all the sacred 
things that his fathers, Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and Ahaziah, kings of Judah, had 
dedicated, and his own sacred things, and all the gold found in the treasuries of the 
house of the Lord and in the king's house, and sent them to Hazael king of Syria. 
Then he went away from Jerusalem. 2 Kings 12:17-18 NKJV 
 

5. Later, Syrians returned and wounded Joash and his own servants killed him 
 
For the army of the Syrians came with a small company of men; but the Lord 
delivered a very great army into their hand, because they had forsaken the Lord God 
of their fathers. So they executed judgment against Joash. 25 And when they had 
withdrawn from him (for they left him severely wounded), his own servants 
conspired against him because of the blood of the sons of Jehoiada the priest, and 
killed him on his bed. So he died. And they buried him in the City of David, but they 
did not bury him in the tombs of the kings. 2 Chronicles 24:24-25 NKJV 
 
 

III. Third Period: Seventy-Five Years of War (Amaziah-Ahaz) 
 

A. Amaziah—son of Joash 
 

1. 29 year reign (796-767) 
2. 5 by himself—remaining years with son Uzziah 
3. Began his reign well 
4. Destroyed peaceful alliance with Israel that had enslaved 100 years 

 
So Amaziah discharged the troops that had come to him from Ephraim, to go back 
home. Therefore their anger was greatly aroused against Judah, and they returned 
home in great anger. 2 Chronicles 25:10 NKJV 
 

5. Attacked and captured by Israel 
 
But Amaziah would not heed. Therefore Jehoash king of Israel went out; so he and 
Amaziah king of Judah faced one another at Beth Shemesh, which belongs to Judah. 
12 And Judah was defeated by Israel, and every man fled to his tent. 13 Then Jehoash 
king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Jehoash, the son of 
Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh; and he went to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of 
Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate — four hundred cubits. 14 
And he took all the gold and silver, all the articles that were found in the house of the 
Lord and in the treasuries of the king's house, and hostages, and returned to 
Samaria. 2 Kings 14:11-14 NKJV 
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6. Lived 15 years after the death of Jehoash 
 
Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of Jehoash 
the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 2 Kings 14:17 NKJV 
 

B. Uzziah (Azariah) made king while Amaziah in captivity at the age of 16 
 
In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Azariah the son of Amaziah, 
king of Judah, became king. 2 He was sixteen years old when he became king, and 
he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jecholiah of 
Jerusalem. 3 And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that 
his father Amaziah had done, 4 except that the high places were not removed; the 
people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. 5 Then the Lord struck 
the king, so that he was a leper until the day of his death; so he dwelt in an isolated 
house. And Jotham the king's son was over the royal house, judging the people of the 
land. 6 Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 7 So Azariah rested with his fathers, 
and they buried him with his fathers in the City of David. Then Jotham his son 
reigned in his place. 2 Kings 15:1-7 NKJV 
 

1. One a birth name, one a throne name 
2. Called Uzziah in 2 Chronicles 

 
Now all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him 
king instead of his father Amaziah. 2 Chronicles 26:1 NKJV 
 

3. Did not want to mix up with Azariah the priest (Chronicles) 
4. Reigned 52 years 
5. Helped by Zechariah and blessed while he served God 

 
He sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of 
God; and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him prosper. 2 Chronicles 26:5 
NKJV 
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6. In his pride, offered incense in temple—stricken with leprosy 
 
But when he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he 
transgressed against the Lord his God by entering the temple of the Lord to burn 
incense on the altar of incense. 17 So Azariah the priest went in after him, and with 
him were eighty priests of the Lord — valiant men. 18 And they withstood King 
Uzziah, and said to him, "It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the Lord, but 
for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the 
sanctuary, for you have trespassed! You shall have no honor from the Lord God."  
19 Then Uzziah became furious; and he had a censer in his hand to burn incense. 
And while he was angry with the priests, leprosy broke out on his forehead, before 
the priests in the house of the Lord, beside the incense altar. 20 And Azariah the 
chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and there, on his forehead, he was 
leprous; so they thrust him out of that place. Indeed he also hurried to get out, 
because the Lord had struck him. 21 King Uzziah was a leper until the day of his 
death. He dwelt in an isolated house, because he was a leper; for he was cut off from 
the house of the Lord. Then Jotham his son was over the king's house, judging the 
people of the land. 22 Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, from first to last, the 
prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz wrote. 23 So Uzziah rested with his fathers, and they 
buried him with his fathers in the field of burial which belonged to the kings, for they 
said, "He is a leper." Then Jotham his son reigned in his place. 2 Chronicles 26:16-23 
NKJV 
 
NOTE: See Isaiah 6 
 

C. Jotham—son of Uzziah 
 

1. Co-reigned for 10 years until his father’s death 
2. Reigned well but did not interfere with priestly office 
3. Successful reign 

 
Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years 
in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jerushah the daughter of Zadok. 2 And he did 
what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Uzziah had 
done (although he did not enter the temple of the Lord). But still the people acted 
corruptly. 3 He built the Upper Gate of the house of the Lord, and he built 
extensively on the wall of Ophel. 4 Moreover he built cities in the mountains of 
Judah, and in the forests he built fortresses and towers. 5 He also fought with the 
king of the Ammonites and defeated them. And the people of Ammon gave him in 
that year one hundred talents of silver, ten thousand kors of wheat, and ten thousand 
of barley. The people of Ammon paid this to him in the second and third years also. 6 
So Jotham became mighty, because he prepared his ways before the Lord his God. 2 
Chronicles 27:1-6 NKJV 
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D. Ahaz—son of Jotham 
 

1. Befriended Assyria—engaged in idolatry  
2. Refused to help Israel against Assyria so attacked by them 
3. Isaiah sent to encourage Ahaz and told to trust God 

 
And it was told to the house of David, saying, "Syria's forces are deployed in 
Ephraim." So his heart and the heart of his people were moved as the trees of the 
woods are moved with the wind. 3 Then the Lord said to Isaiah, "Go out now to 
meet Ahaz, you and Shear-Jashub your son, at the end of the aqueduct from the 
upper pool, on the highway to the Fuller's Field, 4 and say to him: 'Take heed, and 
be quiet; do not fear or be fainthearted for these two stubs of smoking firebrands, for 
the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria, and the son of Remaliah. 5 Because Syria, 
Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah have plotted evil against you, saying, 6 "Let us go 
up against Judah and trouble it, and let us make a gap in its wall for ourselves, and 
set a king over them, the son of Tabel" —  7 thus says the Lord God: "It shall not 
stand, Nor shall it come to pass. 8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, And the head 
of Damascus is Rezin. Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be broken, So that it will 
not be a people. Isaiah 7:2-8 NKJV 
 

4. Instead he turned to Assyria for help 
5. Wicked king 

 
He burned incense in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, and burned his children in 
the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had cast out 
before the children of Israel. 2 Chronicles 28:3 NKJV 
 
So Ahaz gathered the articles of the house of God, cut in pieces the articles of the 
house of God, shut up the doors of the house of the Lord, and made for himself altars 
in every corner of Jerusalem. 2 Chronicles 28:24 NKJV 
 

6. Experienced judgment from God 
 

IV. Fourth (Final) Period: One Hundred Thirty-Six Years (Hezekiah to 
Zedekiah) 

 
A. Fall of North 722 BC (Judah is surviving kingdom) 
B. Hezekiah—A righteous king (son of Ahaz) 

 
1. Reigned 29 years—began in 716 BC 
2. Led Judah in restoring righteousness 
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And they gathered their brethren, sanctified themselves, and went according to the 
commandment of the king, at the words of the Lord, to cleanse the house of the 
Lord. 16 Then the priests went into the inner part of the house of the Lord to cleanse 
it, and brought out all the debris that they found in the temple of the Lord to the 
court of the house of the Lord. And the Levites took it out and carried it to the Brook 
Kidron. 17 Now they began to sanctify on the first day of the first month, and on the 
eighth day of the month they came to the vestibule of the Lord. So they sanctified the 
house of the Lord in eight days, and on the sixteenth day of the first month they 
finished. 18 Then they went in to King Hezekiah and said, "We have cleansed all the 
house of the Lord, the altar of burnt offerings with all its articles, and the table of the 
showbread with all its articles. 2 Chronicles 29:15-18 NKJV 
 

3. Restored temple worship 
 
And he stationed the Levites in the house of the Lord with cymbals, with stringed 
instruments, and with harps, according to the commandment of David, of Gad the 
king's seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for thus was the commandment of the Lord 
by His prophets. 26 The Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests 
with the trumpets. 27 Then Hezekiah commanded them to offer the burnt offering 
on the altar. And when the burnt offering began, the song of the Lord also began, 
with the trumpets and with the instruments of David king of Israel. 28 So all the 
assembly worshiped, the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this 
continued until the burnt offering was finished. 29 And when they had finished 
offering, the king and all who were present with him bowed and worshiped. 2 
Chronicles 29:25-29 NKJV 
 

4. Rebuilt army and constructed tunnel for water—through 1777 feet of solid rock 
channeled fresh water into pool of Siloam 

5. Even though he was prepared for battle he still trusted in God—God gave 
victory 

 
Then he set military captains over the people, gathered them together to him in the 
open square of the city gate, and gave them encouragement, saying, 7 "Be strong 
and courageous; do not be afraid nor dismayed before the king of Assyria, nor before 
all the multitude that is with him; for there are more with us than with him. 8 With 
him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God, to help us and to fight our 
battles." And the people were strengthened by the words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 
2 Chronicles 32:6-8 NKJV 
 
And it came to pass on a certain night that the angel of the Lord went out, and killed 
in the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when 
people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses — all dead. 36 So 
Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went away, returned home, and remained 
at Nineveh. 2 Kings 19:35-36 NKJV 
 

6. Hezekiah became ill (READ: 2 Kings 20:1-11) 
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7. Hezekiah’s pride and Isaiah’s prophecy 
 
At that time Berodach-Baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and 
a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been sick. 13 And Hezekiah 
was attentive to them, and showed them all the house of his treasures — the silver 
and gold, the spices and precious ointment, and all his armory — all that was found 
among his treasures. There was nothing in his house or in all his dominion that 
Hezekiah did not show them. 14 Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah, 
and said to him, "What did these men say, and from where did they come to you?" 
So Hezekiah said, "They came from a far country, from Babylon." 15 And he said, 
"What have they seen in your house?" So Hezekiah answered, "They have seen all 
that is in my house; there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shown 
them." 16 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the Lord: 17 'Behold, the 
days are coming when all that is in your house, and what your fathers have 
accumulated until this day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left,' says 
the Lord. 18 'And they shall take away some of your sons who will descend from you, 
whom you will beget; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 
Babylon.'" 19 So Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "The word of the Lord which you have 
spoken is good!" For he said, "Will there not be peace and truth at least in my 
days?" 2 Kings 20:12-19 NKJV 
 

8. Hezekiah’s death 
 
So Hezekiah rested with his fathers, and they buried him in the upper tombs of the 
sons of David; and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem honored him at his 
death. Then Manasseh his son reigned in his place. 2 Chronicles 32:33 NKJV 
 

C. Manasseh—son of Hezekiah 
 

1. Ungodly king—reigned about 45 years 
 
Moreover Manasseh shed very much innocent blood, till he had filled Jerusalem from 
one end to another, besides his sin by which he made Judah sin, in doing evil in the 
sight of the Lord. 2 Kings 21:16 NKJV 
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2. Repented after captured by Assyria 
 
And the Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they would not listen. 11 
Therefore the Lord brought upon them the captains of the army of the king of 
Assyria, who took Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze fetters, and carried 
him off to Babylon. 12 Now when he was in affliction, he implored the Lord his God, 
and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, 13 and prayed to Him; 
and He received his entreaty, heard his supplication, and brought him back to 
Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord was God. 14 After 
this he built a wall outside the City of David on the west side of Gihon, in the valley, 
as far as the entrance of the Fish Gate; and it enclosed Ophel, and he raised it to a 
very great height. Then he put military captains in all the fortified cities of Judah. 15 
He took away the foreign gods and the idol from the house of the Lord, and all the 
altars that he had built in the mount of the house of the Lord and in Jerusalem; and 
he cast them out of the city. 16 He also repaired the altar of the Lord, sacrificed 
peace offerings and thank offerings on it, and commanded Judah to serve the Lord 
God of Israel. 17 Nevertheless the people still sacrificed on the high places, but only 
to the Lord their God. 2 Chronicles 33:10-17 NKJV 
 

D. Amon—Manasseh’s son 
 

1. Reigned 2 years 
2. Own officers killed him 

 
E. Josiah—Amon’s son 

 
1. Eight years old—reigned 31 years and brought reform 
2. At 16—sought the Lord; at 20 started reform 
3. Book of Law discovered—read to Josiah and it moved him 
4. Josiah repented—God agreed to spare judgment 
5. Josiah killed in  battle with the Egyptians at the age of 39 

 
And the archers shot King Josiah; and the king said to his servants, "Take me away, 
for I am severely wounded." 24 His servants therefore took him out of that chariot 
and put him in the second chariot that he had, and they brought him to Jerusalem. 
So he died, and was buried in one of the tombs of his fathers. And all Judah and 
Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 25 Jeremiah also lamented for Josiah. And to this day 
all the singing men and the singing women speak of Josiah in their lamentations. 
They made it a custom in Israel; and indeed they are written in the Laments.  
2 Chronicles 35:23-25 NKJV 
 

F. Jehoahaz (Shallum)—3 months 
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G. Eliakim (name changed to Jehoiakim) 
 

1. 605 BC—Nebuchadnezzar entered Judah 
 

a. Took treasure 
b. Took Daniel, 3 Hebrews 

 
2. 597 BC—rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar 

 
H. Jehoiachin became king—reigned 3 months 

 
1. 597 BC Babylon invaded 
2. Jehoiachin surrendered 

 
I. Zedekiah (Mattaniah made puppet-king by Nebuchadnezzar) 

 
1. Reigned 11 years as a servant king 
2. Tried to rebel against Babylon with Egypt 
3. Caught in Jericho, blinded, put in chains, taken to Babylon 
4. 586 Jerusalem destroyed by Babylon 
5. Judah ceased to be 

 
Conclusion: So begins the exile 


